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Why pay high rent?
If you have good credit and & job,
there’s na reason to rent. Start your
home search now at allsntate.com.

Selling on lots
big and small

UNIVERSAL UCLICK

James Hughes is one of
a cohort of Americans who
still loves owning a large
plot of land, no matter

how long a
commute it
Smart imposes. He
Moves lives on a 13-
= acre  parcel
a full hour's
drive  from
his office.
| “Some
- people  just
Eflen like the sanc-
James tuary feel of
Martin lots of land,”
says Hughes,
a real estate
expert and dean at Rutgers
University.

Hughes has no intention
of selling his place anyhme
soon. But if be did, he be-
lieves he'd face considerable
difficulty fnding  buyers
who value living on a big,
high-maintenance property
as much a5 he does.

“Country settings have
lost their allure for a lot of
older people. They want to
live where they can walk to
Testaurants, movie theatera
and museums. They don’t
want to be trapped in an au-
to-dependent area,” Hughes

says.

But just as the sellers of
remately located proper-
ties and their listing agents
often find it problematic to
locate buyers, so do those
who own a house in a cty
selting with only a postage
stamp-sized lot or smaller.

The reality is that many
current homebuyers want
the best of both worlds -
the convenience of intown
living along with a patch of
ground they can call their
own. This makes it tough
for sellers on both ends of
the land-size specteum.

Here are a few pointers:

M Stress the best fea-
tures of a city property with
atiny yard.

Maybe bath the interior
and exterior of your prop-
erty are diminutive in size.
Even so, your place could
still be very saleable due to
its urban setting,

Daoes your city home offer
easy commuting access to
major employment centers?
Are peighborhood schools
close enough that children
can walk? Also, are popu-
lar shopping venues just a
short distance away? If sa,
you and your listing agent
should talk up these advan-
tages in your marketing ma-
terials,

As Hughes says, one way
to help potential buyers ap-
preciate your location is to
create a colorful map that

FieldStone growing
in North Chatham
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BY SALLY KEENEY
CORRESPONDENT

FieldStone, a new-home neigh-
borhood off Mann's Chapel Road
south of Chapel Hill, has been
growing over the past two years
and is now filled with young fami-
lies, retirees and professionals
working in Chapel Hill, Research
Triangle Park and as far away as
Winston-Salem.

The community is a short drive
1o an J40 exit, so it is easily acces-
gible to many places of work, but
none as close as Chapel Hill and
Pittsboro umless it is your own
home offree at FieldStone.

Mark Holland works from home
for Verizon. His wife, Katherine,
is a stayathome mom. They
moved to FieldStone from anoth-
er North Chatham neighborhood
;Ce;r l;erry Harrison Elementary

00

“Our girls dido’t want to move
fram our old house off Hamlet
Chapel Road,” Katherine said,
“But the house was too small even
though the neighborhood was
great,

Driving from her old neighbor-
hood to shopping an 15-501, Kath-
erine saw FieldStone and liked
what she saw. Mattie and Mack-
enzie — now 9 and 12, respective-
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Katherine and Mark Hofland with daughters Mackenzie and Mattia perch on boulders
undsr a canopy of trass in their front yard at FieldStans.

ly, were with their mom one day
as she drove through Fieldstone.
Horizon Custom Homes Builder
Jay Dunn was there, waved at the
family and introduced himself,

“If you want to look at this
house, you can,” Jay said.

“My kids moaped and didn't

want to do it,” Katherine said.
“But once they got inside one of
the houses, they loved it. Espe-
cially when they were told they
could pick their own rooms.”

The Hollands bought their

SEE STABING, PAGE 78

puts your home in context

with neighborhood ameni-

ties. This could be placed

on an easel on display in
ining room.

You may also want to ex-
hibit photos showing near-
by parks and biking trails,
which are increasingly im-
portant to fitness-minded
homebuyers, as well as to
those with small children,

“In city parks, there are
now more and more jogging
strollers in use,” Hughes
says,

[l Highlight your interior
space if your city lot is tiny.

Mark Nash, 2 longtime
real estate broker and au-
thor of “1001 Tips for Buy-
ing & Selling a Home,” says
a “surprising number of

SEE SMART, PAGE 28
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The FisldStens houss on lot 26, the Forastview plan, features a fayer opan to a two<story groat room.

Great Value on In-Town Location

106 Bolinwood Drive
Chapel Hill, NC 27514
$645,000

. 5 bedrooms, 4.5 baths,
4374 sq ft

Look at this pricel Large custom home
with elevator and complete lower level
suite less than one mile from Franklin

y Street. Master on main level is handicap
accessible. Low maintenance landscap-
ing and exterior make this an Ideal

. canddateforthose that want 10age In
. place. Wonderful natural light, private
. views and superb location!

e .

Contact Logan Carter, Fonville Morisey Realty, 919-418-4694 or
go to logancarter.com for pictures and vitual tour

Superb One Level on 11 Acres in Chatham

* % 494 Wilkinson Creek Lane,
Chapel Hill, NC 27516
© $377,500

Look at this price! Custom built one
level homa with lots of storaga on

11 private acres. BuilL in 2000, this
3BR/2BA Is only minutes from UNC
Chapel Hill, with hardwood floors, two
fireplaces, 2 car garage. Unfinished
walk-up attic for potantial 4th bedroom
and bath. 4 BR septic field in place.
Great outbuilding and garden plot.

s ; ron Damascun O R,
m L on Maachurn, R on Gimore Rd,
- CEEEEEETE Aonw Wanson Cr Ln.
Contact Logan Carter, Fonville Morisey Realty, 915-418-4694 or
#0 to www.logancartsr.com for pictures and virtual tour
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FIELDSTONE
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‘home through FieldStone new-home repre-
sentative, Kelley Hunter, who happened to
be the mother of one of Katherine’s friends
from high school.

"1 couldn’t have done it without her,”
Katherine said. “She listed our house near
Perry Harrison, and we sold it to the first
person who looked at it. We had to rent a
house in Chapel Ridge for five months while
our FieldStone house was being built. Jay
is also amazing to work with, We have no
building horror storfes.”

The Hollands chose the Hearthstone plan
and options that increased its size to 3,600
square feet with an oversize two-car garage.
They worked with Dunn to make the fol-
lowing changes. They changed unfinished
space upstairs into a finished office space
for Mark. The couple also changed several
doors in the main living space into windows
because the family anticipated needing that
space for furniture, Katherine said.

The Hearthstone kitchen has a pantry at
an angle, Katherine had the panty moved to
2 hall dloget imder the stairs. She had the
space under the stairs pushed back as far as
it could be to make the most of that space.

Katherine and Mark chose Mid-Continent
kitchen cabinetry from Stock Building Sup-
ply. The Shaker-style cabinets have sturdy
dish drawers to hold pots, pans and baking
dishes in drawers that roll out easily, Kath-
erine said.

Katherine says her favorite roam changes
depending on the time of year. Mark likes
the apen family room and having his own
office upstairs where he has space for work
and space for a drum set.

The girls go to Perry Harrison Elemen-
tary and Pollard Middle School. When they
reach high school age, they can attend Cha-
tham County Public Schools: Northwood
High School or Woods Charter School.

The girls say they really like PieldStone
which has great streets for bike riding. The
yard is big with space for their trampoline.
‘They are working on their fairy houses
among the boulders. The rocks are great for
hide-and-seek, too,

Unique topography, unique homes

“Field Stone offers very unique topogra-
phy for the area which is so appealing to our
clients, whatever their age” Dunn said.

The Iand is a mix of open fields and heavy
woodlands of mature trees. Granite under-
neath often produces enough rock to build
rock walls at the homes.

“Horizon Custom Builders has worked
hard to maintain a level of quality in all of
our homes that compliments this unique-
ness and is second to none in the market
place,” Dhnn said.

Dunn, who has a design degree from
North Carolina State University, says he en-
joys working with other design profession-
als to produce house plans that “allow us to
give our clients a truly wstam home they
can proudly call their own.”

Dunn is building twostory and ranch
homes based on an ariginal plan by na-
tionally kmnown house designer Frank Betz
(www.frankbetz.com). Founded in 1976,
Frank Batz Associates has received Builder
Magazine’s top selling designer award nu-
merous times,

Dunn hopes to equal or better the 2012
Bronze award Horizon received for the
house they built at 90 FieldStone Lane in
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The stone-sidad extasior of Ih; huuito e fut 26, Clarance Lana, mirrors tha granite and stong

on the ground thin Fisldtana

the Parade of Homes sponsored by the
Home Builders Association of Durham Or-
ange and Chatham Counties. This fall, Ho-
rizon will enter the house at 93 Runa Court
in the Parade.

The 2014 Parade entry is an enlarged
version (3,543 square feet) of the Hearth-
stone plan (3,143 square feet). It is basically
the same, though some room sizes have
changed. The elevation is also different and
features a front porch that nms to the cor-
ner of the home, This four bedroom, four
bath house, which will be finished in early
September, is available at $534,900.

All FieldStone houses have a firstfloor
master bedroom and a frstfloor guest
raom or study, as well as a covered porch
and a screened porch. Additionally, each
home has features unique to that house. For
example, the house at 226 Fieldstone (the
Summerlake plan) has extra builtdns in-
side the house and a fire pit on a stone patio,
Dunn said

The house at 26 Clarence Lane (The For-
estview plan) has a full, unfinished base-
ment (more than 1,100 square feet) that
could become a home office, an in-law suite
or a great area for more family recreation,
Dunn said,

Homes range in price from $499,000 to
$539,000 and in size from 3,144 heated
square feet to 3,547 heated square feet.
There are two custom homes under con-
struction now, according to Hunter, who
says the community is an equal mixture of
custom and spec homes.

In the first two phases of the 27-home
neighborhood, there are five lots and four
spec homes still available (FieldStone-
Neighborhood.com and then Inventory).
Fieldstone is being built by Horizon Custom
Builders, Jay Dunn president (FieldStone-
Neighborhood.com end click on Meet Our
Builder).

The FieldStoneNeighborhood Website
also has a list of the green building tech-
niques and Energy Star approved products
Horizon uses to build its energy-efficient
houses. These include sealed crawl spaces
and duct work and Tech Shield radiant bar-
rier roof sheathing.

Water savings include weather-based
irrigation control, dualflush toilets, low-
flow showerheads and faucet aerators, and
drought-tolerant landscaping. All of the
houses in FieldStone are serviced by indi-
vidual septic tanks; AT&T U-verse for in-
ternet; have access to Public Service natural
gas and Chatham Coumty water.

For more information about FieldStone
lots or houses, call Kelley Hunter at 919-
260-1222 or Tommy Watts at 919-260-0054.

To su, .rt home or neighborhood
be /eatufzd in lhr..v seckion, contact Sally
Keeney at sl @yahoo.com or 919-
932-0879.

SMART
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family buyers can be persuaded
to accept the trade-off of a very
small lot if the house is loaded
with bells and whistles inside.”
A large kitchen that flows into a
high-ceilinged family reom would
be one such plus.

Anather hig draw is lots of star-
age space, he says, “so if you have
great walk-in closets and huge
kitchen cahinets, don't keep all
that a secret.”

W Market your cou.u(ry home
through a “broker’s open.”

Perhaps your property is sur-
rounded by several acres of land
in a bucolic area with flower-
ing gardens, yet it's located far
enough outside the city that it's
hard to draw prospects to your
distant location.

If that’s the case, Nash recom-
mends you ask your listing agent
to stage one or more "brokers”
opens” at the place. These are
open houses to which real estate
agents throughout the general
area are invited, They typically
aa!ire food, entertainment or

“If your place looks gorgeous
and gets exposed to many agents,
they'll spread the word and bring
interested clients by,” Nash says.

M Tout highway access ta the
cauntry house you're selling.

The cost of gas isn't the only
Iactor that discourages many buy-
ers from considering a property
in a country location. It's also the
time a long commute can absorb.

ual-career couples are more
time-stretched than ever. They
don’t want to get stuck in bum-
per-to-bumper traffic when they
could get back and forth to work
a lot faster,” Nash says.

But as any long-distance truck
driver will tell you, not all road-
ways are created equal I your
property has easy access to a ma-
jor highway that's not traffic-rid-
den, then Nash says you should
ma.ke sure potential buyers know

“Ynu’ll never attract hardcore
urbanites to a rural location. But
you can ease the minds of coun-
try dreamers wha would consider
your place,” he says.

To contact Ean James Martia,smal
her at allonfamesmartin@gmall.com.
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THE POWER OF TEAMWORK

NEW OFFERING in THE PRESERVE at JORDAN LAKE
168 BROWN BEAR CHAPEL HILL, NC 27517

homes Top. sake
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» Locatsd in one of the Triangle’s Premiere
ey Spem Landscape Crealed by a Master Gardener
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+ Minutes ta UNG, Downlown Chapel Hil, REU, RTP & Duke
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click & save @

+ Well Amanged Kitchen with Top Appliances Including 4 Bumer Gas Cooktop & Elevated Dishwasher... easy to unload:
+ Family Room Adjoins KitchervBraakfast reom & Boasts Handsome Fireplace

in Addition Io the Godf.. Swimming Puol, Tennis, Playground, Sidewalks.
AMust Sea! OFFERED FOR $516,000, Main floor Mastar & Maln Floor Study, Expansiva Lowar Level MLS No 1985415

SMITIL BRORER

triangle.dealsaver.com

1 CINDY A DOAN, NEORER, G)
CELL: W

sk b i

REALTOR®

fewsobserver.com

© ..y Supporting the Triangle Real Estate
® " tnawnganenar  [ndustry Tor over 100 years.




